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Comfort factor

A 19TH-CENTURY COTTAGE
GETS TRANSFORMED
FOR MODERN LIFE

When

Sid and Boo
Cha rbon net
were house
hunting in 2012, they were charmed by a
two-story Creole cottage on Chestnut Street.
Its main attractions were right on view
inside the front door: a set of double parlors,
with 14-foot ceilings rimmed by ornate plaster moldings.
Just down the block from their three
daughters’ school at the time, the location
was perfect.
But the house was not without its quirks.
While the double parlors exuded historic
charm, the rest of the Garden District home,
built in 1843, had been the victim of several
unfortunate additions.
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InsideOut editor
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The double parlors are original to the 1843 home. During the renovation, the Charbonnets carefully deconstructed the back of the house so as not to damage the historic elements.

Preservation
Resource Center
Holiday Home Tour
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2015

What: Eight private homes in the Garden District will be decked in
holiday finery and open for self-guided tours. The tour headquarters,
at Trinity Episcopal Church, also will have food and a holiday boutique
featuring dozens of local artists.
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When: Saturday and
Sunday; tour, 10 a.m.4 p.m.; boutique, 9:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. each day.

Where: Trinity
Episcopal Church,
Bishop Polk Hall, 1329
Jackson Ave.

Tickets: Advance tickets are $40 ($30 for PRC
members) if purchased by noon today at prcno.org.
On the day of the tour, tickets are $45. For information,
call 504.636.3059.

Ceilings inexplicably dropped from 14 feet
to 9. At some point, a rental unit was added
before the property was restored to a single.
The floor plan suffered.
“It had been added on wrongly,” Boo said.
“People had butchered it.”
So after living in the house for one school
year, the Charbonnets packed up their family of five, moved into a two-bedroom shotgun
Uptown and got to work.
With the help of architect Corbett Scott
and contractor Mike Garland, they delicately deconstructed the add-ons and began
rebuilding from the ground up.
“We ripped off the back of the house,
everything past the front two rooms was
knocked down,” Boo said. “We took our
time and tore it down very carefully so we
wouldn’t disturb the plaster or anything else
we were trying to keep.”
The result is an efficient new home, about
3,000 square feet, wrapped in a frame of
graceful old bones.
The design feels seamless, unfussy yet
sophisticated, flowing from the original
double parlors into a spacious L-shaped
social hub: a dining room and open kitchen
crowned by a decorative archway salvaged in
the renovation.
In the dining room/kitchen, a wall of vintage pocket doors were repurposed into
patio doors and hung so they’d fold open to
offer a broad view of the bricked backyard

The oldest daughter’s bedroom features a hanging bed made from barge board salvaged during the renovation.

LEFT: A wooden soldier originally
from a pub in England now stands in
the front parlor.
BELOW: A wall of built-in storage cuts
down on clutter in an upstairs living
room

See COTTAGE, A-14
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Black picture frames painted on the walls turn a daughter’s room into a gallery for her artwork.

COTTAGE, from A-12
and a surprisingly deep cocktail pool.
A master suite was added
downstairs, while the Charbonnets’ daughters — Christy, 16,
Sidney, 14, and Mary Lucy, 9 —
all got to pick the fixtures and
furnishings for their bedrooms
and private baths upstairs.
This weekend, this smart
blend of old and new will be on
view when the Charbonnets’
home is one of eight featured on
the Preservation Resource Center’s Holiday Home Tour. The
self-guided tour takes place Saturday and Sunday, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. each day.

Hidden treasures
Like many historic homes,
this one has its secrets, but its
hidden spots are new additions.
Showing a visitor around the
house, Boo opens the doors to
14
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a spacious pantry just off the
kitchen. With built-in shelves,
it’s large enough to hold all the
appliances that typically clutter
countertops. Here the ceilings
are lower than in the kitchen,
but that’s on purpose.
Exiting the pantry, there’s
a stairwell on the left. Climb
the stairs, and on the landing,
there’s a small nook with a Hobbit-sized entrance. The space
was carved out from the area
that had been above the pantry. On first glance, it could be
a storage closet, but Boo opens
the door.
Welcome to the “TV cave.”
A pint-sized cozy space, it’s
cocoon-like, painted (both walls
and baseboards) a rich slate blue
and outfitted with a mattress
and a flat screen. “It’s air conditioned so it gets really cold,
so it’s great for sleeping,” Boo
said. Their daughters’ friends
love it, and even the adults have
been known to hide out here
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A rooftop deck offers views of the neighborhood and the Crescent
City Connection bridge.
when they wanted some peace
and quiet.
Further up the stairs, the
girls’ bedrooms also have their
share of whimsical touches.
Ch r i st y ’s r o om fe a tures a hanging bed made by
barge board salvaged during
the renovation.

The idea came from a similar
bed she’d seen at Anthropologie.
“It sways,” she said.
Next door, Sidney’s room is
festooned with a slew of black
picture frames painted on the
dormer window walls by Diane
Killeen — perfect spots for
displaying the 14-year-old’s

art work.
The upstairs bedrooms open
onto a living area outfitted with
a wall of cabinets. “It’s the great
wall of storage,” Boo jokes.
From there, a steep stairway
leads to the best surprise in the
house: a rooftop deck with a cityscape view. In the distance, the
lights of the Crescent City Connection bridge twinkle at night.
“This is Sid’s favorite thing,”
Boo said.
Plans are to outfit the space
with patio furniture and make
it a hangout space. It already
i s used t o st ore t he fa m ily’s bicycles. Getting them to
this lofty perch is easier than
it looks, thanks to a mechanical pulley system that lowers to
the ground.
Sid, a naval architect, is the
mind behind “the structural whimsy” in the house, Boo
said, “and I’m more of the decorator whimsy. We don’t necessarily have to do the norm. We

After removing the older additions to the house, the Charbonnets rebuilt the main living area, adding a spacious new kitchen and dining room.

just decide what we like and go
with it.”
Though it’s not as obvious
to the eye, there was another
advantage to rebuilding the
house. It’s now energy efficient.
“We wanted to keep the historic
charm but we also wanted new
windows, new insulation, new
plumbing, new wiring,” Boo said.
“We now have tankless water
heaters, blown-in foam insulation. Our electric bills have gone
down even though we’ve added
more square footage. Everything is sealed tight.”
All told, the renovation took
a year, and the family moved
back in the house in the summer
of 2014.
“We’re not afraid of projects
or home renovations,” Boo said.
“We’ve probably done nine or
10 home renovations, all over
from the Mississippi Gulf Coast
to New Orleans to Old Metairie.
“But after this one, I think
we’ll stay here the longest.”

A small nook on
the stairwell landing houses a cozy
space for watching television or
taking a nap.
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